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FIRST MESSAGE

Gov Taylor Sends It to the Ken
tucky Legislature

Wants Election Law Repealed and
M New State House Provljlcd

Stales Finances in
Good Shape

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of

RepresentativesAt
time than this

could you have been chosen to serve the
people of the state of Kentucky as their
legislators The gravest questions ever
arising in the history of the state are to
come before you for determination Not
only this but you are called to act as
the morning of another century begins to
dawn upon the earth which event near ¬

ly always marks the beginning of a new
epoch in the history of nations It lies
with you to make that dawning so far
as Kentucky Irs concerned glorious and
prophetic ofa century of progress or
to render it darkened and a forecast Ot
years of civil and commercial oppression
peopleIt be inappropriate to briefly

remind you of out countrys remarkable
achievements hiring the century now
drawing to a close Three great wars with
foreign foes have been triumphantly
waged our national independence
wrought and the supremacy of American
jirms established The most gigantic civil
conflict in history has our
people its issues forever settledand the
whole country indissolubly bound togeth ¬

er In bonds of internal love Ours has
come to be the exemplar of liberty to
nil the nations of the earth and our flag
has crossed the seas and redeemed the
lands of bondage From a few thinly
populated states on the eastern coast our
nation has extended its territory by con-
quest and purchase from ocean to ocean
and from the gulf to the lakes and our
population has grown to more than 70
0 JOOOO of free people States more vast
than old world empires have been Carved
out of the wilderness and desert andReligionhasseats of learning in every community
within our borders and today our gen ¬

eral people are enjoying a degree of hap ¬

piness and material prosperity unpre ¬

cedented in all historyplainly ¬

the past achievements of our c lle so
vitally in our hearts so enduring our
memories with the horizon of the fit1rornisewithnatural that in the nresent grave condi ¬

tion of affairs in the state people
nhould expect of you such legislative ac-
tion

¬

as shall restore and conserve to
them their liberties and to acquit your ¬patriotsA do
rends upon the sanctity of suffrage So
Inner as the rights of ballot are held in-

violate PO long will there he security and
p ace in the stale but where by forms
of law or otherwise this most Sacred
prerogative of the citizens Is imnaired
or destroyed then strife and confusion
follow andlrce government is at an
end

The supreme object of a republicangoodto I

versive of this inevitably results either
In despotism or anarchy The peonle of
our own state have always jealously
guarded this sacred right of suffrage by
constitution guarantee

Gov Taylor here mmtions that sec ¬

tion of the state constitution which
that nil elections shall be free and equl1passingThe citizens of the state or community
vote anon other and srravpr questions
than that of who shall serve is their
public officers Matters that affect the
well being of the locality constitutional
amendments find other ouestionsof vital
and farreaching Importance must be de ¬

termined under the same law that nro
i ins for the election of public officers
and are of paramount importance to the
peonle

The Infallible test of the wisdom or
folly of any law lies In its nnnlicatlon
The present election law tried this-
lest is unwise unpatriotic and unjust
Its provisions make it possible for every
election tribunal in the state from the
highest to the lowest to be dnmlnnted
by one narty Its oneraton makes of that
possibility a reality Not only has it
permitted one narty to pack the pr>linet
elect nn boards with partisan officers
but It has likewise prevented the various
other parties from having adeouate ren

i resentalion at the noils to witness tine
cnstinjr and counting of the vote More
then this in manv instances the officers
appointed under its provisions refused to
hold elections at all or to certify the
Vote as cast or certified to that which
was false and sought in every other way
that partisan in ennity could devise to
deprive the voters of their suffrage Vet
for such fln rrnnt violations of official
duty no penalty rc denounced by the act
and the only justification offered hv these
r lirers for such outrageous conduct s
that the interests of their party are
thereby served

The conduct of those charged with the
execution of this law has kept the neo
v le In the most dreadful apprehension as
to whnt any lay may bring forth It
has Introduced into our elections the most
corrupt practices known to the lowest
orlor of politicians Tt has contamin ¬

ated pu Uc morals caused the people
to lose faith in feo Institutions placed
a premium on political infanmy and a

nolitiealafflrsvded households and plunged the pen ¬

ple Into a state of excitement hitherto
fiin known and hrocrht upon them an In
caifnilable brood of evils

These Indisputable facts must appeal
to you for promnt and decisive action In

vtj > repeal of this measure and the Sumpthattwilllot and an honest count Tf von do this
much anti no more you will have ac ¬

complished a srlorioiif work You will
tv rebv proclaim yourselves patriots
win the love of the people of your state
and receive the plaudits of the nation

STATE FINANCES
The people of Kentucky are to be con ¬

gratulated upon the excellent financial
condition of the state At the close of
the year ISttO its cash resources were as
follows Balance in the sinking fun-
dl5722 school fund 2377850 general ex-

penditure fund 5807217 total cash in
treasury 1060125 OS In addition to these
cash resources 01 rand there is to the
credit of the sinking fund turnpike stock
estimated at 100000 making an
of total resources of 116042508

The bonded indebtedness of aggregateI
nt
i08S

the close of the year 1899

the governor calls attention to the fact
that only the coupon bonds issued July
IS97 and the certificates of indebtedness
J ssudd 1S5 will have to be ultimately dis
iharged by payment of principal
rmHiiiYrr tire on sufficient to
discharge that indebtedness and leave a

of 16042508 The A M col ¬

lege jJpndslas well as the educational
bonds are to be perpetual ob ¬

ligations upon which the state Is re ¬

pay only the accruing Interest-
t shoulj1be remembered however that

the funds which these bonds werethetencralprnnlent con ¬

dition o fur financs may be justly ap ¬

H Is well to contrast it with
that prevailing in March 1898

It will be seen that not only have th
current expenses in the last four years
been paid but that a very large floating
deV lists tjfan scllargetl In view of

the present splendid condition of our
state finances but little legislation in i

reffard to the subject of taxation
to be necessary

The recent declPldil ih the UnJfilgI
court of the United States
the provision in our revenue act
fiUlhorizing the assessment of thE cap¬

ital stock of national banks was Con ¬ I

filet with the United States statutes der
mamla you attention The act referred-
to should be so amended as to harmonize
with the United States statues and prd I

vide for the proper assessment of the
shares of stock of e for
purpose of state and local taxationI

A regulated law providing a ¬

cense tax of wholesale jiqtior dealers and
increasing the tax of retail dealers would
produce considerable revenue The 11

cense on circuses might well be Increased
and regulated according to the popula ¬

tion OE the various in which
they exhibit Asmall fee might be chargeJIor each commission issued to

¬rtIJuge
on a conYe

of property is no more than on a deed
conveying property valued at 100 This
is inequitable and should be remedied

EDUCATION-
No genuine thinker or true patriot ever

questions the truth and wisdom of the
declaration uttered nearly 25 centuries
ago by Aristotle that the fate of empires
depends upon the education of the chil¬

dren It is in common accord with the
common experience of mankind and is
abundantly illustrated in every essential
advancement in civilization It applies
with peculiar force to states with a re
publican form of government whose real
strength and stability rest alone with the
people It is therefore of the utmost
importance that entucky should zeal¬

ously guard her common school inter ¬

ests It is a matter for congratulation
that the schools continue to grow in ¬

ficiency and popular favor from year to
yffr as is evidenced by better attend ¬

anee increased number of districts that
furnish loealaid and mote thorough prep-
aration

¬

on the part of teachers
The per capita for the school end ¬

ing June 30 8h 1895 1896 reached the
high water murk being 275 285 and 280
respectively for tiiese years

After per capita for the school year
ending June 30 1S99 had been fixed large
sums of back taxes were collected front
railroads and other sources which mate ¬

rially the school fund This
enabled the administration to fix the
capita at 270 for the present school-
yen r

A suitable building properly furnished
is a prerequisite to every district
if the public fund is to accomplish uni¬

form good The present method re ¬

quiring each school district to build and
furnish Its own school house must neces
sarll > In a large measure fail of satis-
factory

¬

results-
A late decision of the court of appeals

holding that the constitution limits the
indebtedness of school districts to the
amount of one years levy makes it prac-
tically

¬

impossible for poorer districts to
bund comfortable houses Dud furnish
them under llh rate of district taxa¬

tion short of practical confiscation dud
emphasizes for action by
this gent assembly for their relief
In ninny states th township or county
ratnei the ch is made
the unit for taxation one desired re
lie might result from legislation along
these lines These suggestions are sub
niittcd for your consideration

TIm governor dwells at length on the
importance of a perfect system of enu ¬

meration for school purposes In larger
districtsOne the most deplorable defects in
our common school system is the short ¬

ness of the term In c rural districts
children seldom have an opportunity to
attend school longer than five months
each year This fact seriously cripples
the efficiency of the schools Teachers
can ill afford to prepare for their work in
fact can not teaching a profession
un er a system that gives them employ¬

ment for only five months out of 12 It
is not probable that the school fund
ever be materially increased by state
ation willI

STATE COLLEGES
Standing at the head of

public schol system and forming an es ¬

sential part of it are two institutions for
higher education the one for the white
and the other for the colored race Each
in its sphere has done and is destined
to do a great work for the young men
and young women of the commonwealth
in the way of professional training These
schools called the State college and the
State Normal School for Colored Persons
should from time to time have such aid
from the general assembly additional to
the regular appropriations as their
growth demands

The governor cites the injustice to
young women in the matter of higher
education and asks tne question What
could be more plainly the duty of the
stets than to provide the greatest possible
fa ilities to these young women who
will become the teachers of the state
public schools to procure the best pos ¬

sible equipment for this important of¬

fice To this end 1 recommend that theampleformitory for the young women students
at the State college with all facilities
necessary for the incorporation of the
department of domestic science This
dormitory should be placed under the
management of Christian women

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS-
The reports from the state asylums

will be laid before you It seems that the
sanitary condition of each of the insti ¬

tutions is excellent The inmates are well
clothed well fed and properly cared
for in every particular

The expenses of the Eastern asylum for
the fiscal year ending September 30 1899
exceeded its income by 268230 This de ¬

ficit was caused by expending consid¬

erable money ror repairs of buildings The
report of the treasurer of the Western
asylum covering the period from Octo-
ber

¬

1 1898 to September 30 1899 showed
that that institution lived within Its in ¬

come and had to Its credit at the latter
date 886019

The reports of the commissioners of
the Kentucky Institute for the Education
of Deaf Mutes and that of the commis-
sioners

¬

of the Kentucky Institute for
the Education of the Blind are laid be ¬

fore your body for consideration
HOUSES OF REFORM

In 1896 an act was passed appropriating
100000 for the purpose of purchasing a

site and erecting houses of reform where
juvenile offenders might be confined For
100 years this class of prisoners had beet
Incarcerated with old and hardened crim ¬

inals This is no longer the case The
commissioners by the governor
under the provisions of the act purchased
a site near Lexington Ky and have part¬

ly completed the buildings and 50 pris ¬

oners have already been conveyed to that
institution

The appropriation has been nearly ex ¬

hausted and the necessary buildings not
completed An additional appropriation
will be asked for in the report of the
trustees This is a matter that demands
your serious attention

THE PENITENTIARIES
The board of prison commissioners Will

doubtless lay before you their report as
to the operation of the two peniten ¬

tiaries for the last year These reports
are not likely to balance with the audi ¬

tors books with reference to the expen ¬

ditures because the actual expenditures
by the state for these institutions are al¬

ways larger than those shown by the
wardens reports the salaries and the ex ¬

menses of the commissioners not appear-
ing

¬

in the wardens books The peniten ¬

tiaries have been under the control of
tho new management 16 months Tob-
in into account as we must the In-
voices

¬

at the beginning and at the close
o this period the expenditures for the
Frankfort penitentiary exceeded Its in ¬

come by more than 5000 per month
there being an excess of expenditures
amounting to for the 16 months

I ending 30 1899 In these state
meqtg file invokes jurnished by the cris

tm records have been Used They do not
however include an expenditure or 5
OQUj appropriated to enlarge the prison
dining roomMOBS

Mob violence has long been prevalent
in the state but no adequate remedy for
its prevention has yet been devised The
reputation of the state has been injured
abroad and immigration retarded because
of this fact This evil demands time most

serious attention of your body Time re-
Cent occurrence in Mason county is so
spooking and revolting that it emphasizes
the necessity for effective legislation to
prevent its repetition in the tuuive The
present law provides sufficient punish ¬

meat for such offenders as these but
the sentiment in communities where these
things occur seems to either overawe the
olicers who are charged with the execu ¬

tion of the law or enlist their sym ¬

pathies in favor of the violations Hence
it is apparent that if tnese evildoers
are to be brought to justice it must be
by giving courts removed from the scene
of the crime jurisdiction and authorizi-ng the selection of special prosecutors
who are independent of local influences

Although all efforts this char ¬

deter of crime have hitherto proved fu¬

tile our efforts should not relax un¬

til some sufficient remo is devised to
prevent

commissionWOMENS

The penitentiary at Frankfort is great
ly overcrowded The space occupied by
women is needed for the accommodation
of men and the quarters are totally in-

adequate
¬

for opportunity to give the
women the instruction they need Every
woman capable of being taught shoull
leaye the prison well drilled in some one
or more lines of domestic service I
therefore recommend me establishment
of a prison for female Offenders which
shall be entirely under the management
ol Christian women who Will for human ¬

itys sake conduct the institution in such
way as to teach every woman who Is con ¬

fined in the prison for a period as long
ae a year how to do Some one thing
well and tutus send her back to society sc
equipped as to be able to earn an honest
n t he

MUNICIPAL TAXATION
Much complaint conies from the larger

cities of oUr state because of the fact
that under the Constitution they are prac-
tically

¬

denied local selfgovernment con ¬

cerning municipal taxation It is ear-
nestly

¬

insisted that this fact greatly
retards the growth of these cities

The local tax rate on all manufactur ¬

ing industries ih Louisville for 1899 was
8184 pn the 100 It is at once apparent
that capital when seeking investment
will go where Its burden will be lightest
and Where the greatest advantages are
afforded Hence millions of wealth are
being diverted from our own state and
cities to that of oUr rivals It does
seem that the cities should be allowed tr
regulate their municipal taxation and
make such laws as will suit their ovh
local interest It can not possibly harm
the rest of the state

For these reasons it Is recommended
that your honorable body again bring
tt is matter before the people by sub
pitting to them an amendment to the
constitution allowing cities of such classes
as yott may deem the right to
regulate the question of municipal taxa
Ilnlivu

CAPITOL BUILDING
The public buildings of a state ns cer-

tainly
¬

indicate its financial standing and
public thrift as do private buildings re-
veals

¬

the thrift and enterprise of com ¬

munities For many years the reputa¬

tion of Kentucky has suffered because
of the character of Its state buildings
The structures which sufficed a quarter
of a century ago do not suffice for time
present The whole country is moving
forward and everywhere about us our
sster states are keeping stepin the march
of progress and prosperity There is
scarcely a state in the union that does
not possess handsomer and more com ¬

modious capitol buildings than our own
This Is true notwithstanding the fact
that many of these states rank far be ¬

low us in points of wealth and intelli-
gence

¬

Heretofore the Impoverished con ¬

dition of our public treasury has blocked
all efforts to provide for the erection
of a new capitol It was but natural that
ctr people were loth to Increase their
indebtedness to gratify their state pride
rut now our financial conditions nav
tag so materially improved the old argu ¬

ment can no longer be effectively urged
It Is believed that by the continued prac
tice of economy in the various depart-
ments

¬

of state the revenues collected
fom the present tax rate will be suf
fcent to defray the current expenditures
o1 the state and leave a small surplus
each year besides Therefore a small
portion of our future revenues could
be set apart to the accumulation of a
fund for the building of a capitol which
would honor our state and become tho
pride of our people Eight hundred thou
Haud dollars would doubtless be ample
tlerefor and this sum could be provided
for in four years by setting aside 1

conts of the annual tax rate of 47 cents
for that purpose I would therefore sug
Jcst that you take such steps along these
lInesas shall shortly bring about con ¬

summation of this most worthy enter
priseLOCAL OPTION

Much confusion has resulted from a re-
cent decision of the court of appeals con ¬

struing the law authorizing counties tooptionItprohibit v
¬

subdivision thereof can by a subsequent
anti independent vote abrogate vrto
of the county so far as the local mu¬

nicipality is concerned Under this eon
31 ruction the people of the county as a
vhble are practically denied the right of
determining this important question
Immediate legislation is therefore earnstlj urged

Trusting that your work may be of the
highest benefit to the state I am with
giiat respect W S TAYLOR

Governor of Kentucky

PROMINENT MEN DEAD

Four Well Known Citizens Lay
Down Their Work for

All Time

New York Jan 3Edward Todd a
well known manufacturer of gold
pens and stencil cases is dead at his
home in this city-

Middletown N Y Jan 3Col Wm
Anthony ElderkLn U S A retired is
dead aged 60 years

Boston Jan 3Taeob C Rogers a
prominent banker and for many years
the representative of J P Morgan
Co of New York died suddenly at
his home here Tuesday Mr Rogers
was 72 years of age

Parkersburg W Va Jan 3 Ray¬

mond Siridmore one of Parkersburgs
prominent and wealthy citizens died
suddenly Tuesday morning of neu ¬

ralgia oT the heart lie owned a large
machine shop here

Smothered by Gas
New York Jan 3 Adolph Klote

was found dead in bed Tuesdayas ¬

phyxiated by gas and Paul JGnthlin
his roommate was unconscious His
condition is said to be serious The

had spent Monday in
Year calls and reached theirlInen very late It is believed they

too sleepy to notice that tho gas
had been only partially turned off

I lbel were Swiss weavs g

PUSHING THE ENEMY

Several More Engagements in the Ihlllp
pine Islands and Ffve ofOur lien Are

Killed The < nervy lloutcrt

Washington Jan Jfhe war de ¬

partment lists received the following
from Gen Otis at Manila under date
of January 81

Gen Hates is pursuing the enemy
in the south with rigor Gen Schwans
column in moving along the shore of
Laguna de Bay struck 800 insurgents
under Gen Noriel at Linen OIl the
Oth inst and drove them westward on
Silang and captured the place from
which point the cavalry pushed
through to Indang Schwan captured
three of Noriels six pieces of artil
lery and will take the remainder
also his transportation with records
and a large quantity of ammunition

Two battalions of the 28th part of
Wheat ohs column struck the enemy
near Innis Sunday killing and wound ¬

ing 140 Birkheimer with a battalion
of the 2Sth struck the enemy en-

trenched
¬

west of Bacoor Sunday morn ¬

ing Enemy left on the field 65 in
dead 40 wounded und 32 rifles

Our loss thus far is Lieut Chene
of the 4th infantry avd four enlisted
men killed and 24 enlisted men wound
ed

it is expected that Schwans troops
will cut off the retreat of the enemys
Cavite army-

1Vhcaton is moving on Das Marinas
Boyd 37th infantry moved east

front Las Bamn surrounded the
troops of Gen llisul at daylight cap ¬

turing yen Kisal and considerable
property It is expected Cavite and
Tetanus provinces will be cleared up
SOOT

In the north Lconhauscr with
three companies of the 25th attacked
robber bands in Arayat mountain
and dispersed them destroying their
barueks anti subsistence and found
there five of our prisoners whom they
had picked Up on the railroad three
killed and two seriously wounded
These northern robber bands will be
actively pursued

Lieut Cheney who was 24 years of
age was a son of Col Frank W Che ¬

hey of the Cheney silk works at
Manchester X 11 Col Cheney had
four sons all of whom entered the
service at the outbreak of the Span ¬

isle war and two of UU111atein Ma-

nila

j

Lieu Cheney was appointed
to the army from Connecticut and
served in Georgia and at port Sheri¬

dun prior to going to the Philippines
early in the summer

Manila Jal4l19Cicn Schwan has
occupied Silang and Indang Cavite
province meeting with but slight re-

sistance
¬

He captured three guns
and a quantity of ammunition The
roads in that section are very heavy

Gen Wheaton is at Perez das Mari ¬

nasA force of Filipinos charged 12 men
of the 3d cavalry who were scouting
behind Son Fernando de Jaubon One
trooper and three horses and earbiiierj

were captured The enemy fled
Manila Jan 9lime bubonic plagivs

is yet sporadic There have been sic
cases and four deaths Preparation
are being made to establish hospitals
and for disinfecting and quarantining

Great numbers of provincial natives
are coming to Manila with the result
that the city is overcrowded the in¬

crease in accommodations being inad ¬

equate and the rice necessary for
foodstuffs is more expensive than at
any period during the last 12 years

ne overt ¬

crowded underfed and unwashed na-

tives
¬

and Chinamen Americans avoid ¬

ing direct contact with the disease arc
safe

TRIAL NEARLY ENDED

The State Will Comb nt the Plea of
Insanity in the Julia 3or-

riaeu Trial

Chattanooga Tenn ran flExpert
medical testimony was introduced at
the trial of Julia Morrison for tIle
purpose of establishing the fact that
time alleged injury to her skull caused
by the kick of a 14 years ago
would probably causeemotional in ¬

sanity under such circumstances as it
has been claimed by the defense pre ¬

ceded the killing of Leidenhici miter

The state gave notice that they
would combat the plea of insanity by
showing that at the hearing of
Miss Morrisons application for bill
some of the experts introduced tes ¬

tified that Miss Morrisons unreliable
mentality was due toxan advanced del ¬

icate condition which has since proven
to have been not a fact It is eXpect-

ed

¬

that a verdict may be reached Wed ¬

nesday

In Memory of Moody

New York Jan 9 Services in mem ¬

ory of the late DJJ Moody were held
at Carnegie hall The vast audito ¬

rium was filled to its utmost with a
representative audience There were
ministers of evevry faith and creed
und persons front every walk of life
and representing every nationality
arid color Ira JX Sankey the deal
evangelists companion in his work
was present and led the singing The
speakers were Rev Wilt m M Smith
Rev IX H Greer Rev Theo L Cuyler
Key J11 Buckley neviA C Dboyu
Rev D J BurrVll ajuUJplm ft Mott

t

THE LINCOLN COUNTY

NATIONAL BANK
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Sifc100000I

Successors to Farmers BanK and Trust Co

STANFORD SCY
9

And continuously under same management for 29 years

Solicits your Bank account hoping such bussiness rela

ions will prove materially profitable and pleasant
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FIRST t ATiONAt BANK

OF STANFORD KY

Capital SIOGK 100000 Surplus 17320

DIRECTORS
J W Hayden W P Walton J TL Collier M D Elmore J a Hockwr

F Reid T P Hill S H Baughman W A Tribble S T Harris
and M J Miller

We solicit the accounts of tlir citizens of Rpckcastle and adjoining countijev
assuring them prompt and careful atteu business intrusted to

u5 Personal application and correspondence with a view to
business relations respectfully

J S docker f Pres Jiio J MteRobertB Cashier
v A A hMcKinney Asst Cashier
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JONAS McKENZIE
r

MT VERNON KYf
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Shoes General Merchandiser
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